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GEORGE PARISH II AND HIS MISTRESS, AMERICA



Story Of The Fa bulous As
Appears In The St. Louis Post-|

' Kditor’s note: The author of g g
- this carefully researched, ex- &
Ccitingly written story of Ameri~ g,
é ca Yespucci, Paul J. Reale, was %
a reporter for the Ogdensburg .4 URPRORPMRMRR ... . W JGETE T e e \E %
Journal and Sunday Advance- “Rehd® & AL i | | QIS o e i e
News in the early 1950's. Since . SR o s A8 ® I Y e X

then, he has worked on news-!
papers in Ohio, Maryviand and’
Massachusetls, as editor
several instances. He has long
“heen intrigued by the romance g 2 SR L R
Cbetween  Vespucel and David € ## ‘-..u“ ot SRR R R
Parish and 1&5 had stories on & & O ga ?‘_‘}’% Ww _'F:'f L e
the subject published on a num- :

ber of occasions. He has also
sold art.cles on various sub-
jects to national special interest N R i S S R P Y
magazines His wife is the for- 8 7 “c-“-rﬁ;f i:ﬁ-:‘,"-w-!":'r- SRR
mer Rosemary MacDougall of SSE " {Gn s S aud i it S S s e ﬁ}" gk
Ogdensburg  The couple and SREE —wiid i Fiie st CREREINEE il Bl (8 S 6 Sy . SRS ORNE.
therr  children  now  live
Mar-hiteld Mass.
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By PAUL J. RIALE 5 Ol .......
THE LADY VISITING
Louls was America
a decendant of the
expiorer  Amerigo,
“America was named
The time: early spring, 1839. | SN
She had vouth, intelligence N
and great heauty, in addition
(tooan 1Husirious name.

James Silk Buckingham, Bu-
tish lecturer and writer, had
(met the girl just prior to her
farrival. and he thought her
davzling. |

lle wrote that the woman:
with the dark eyes and flowing
jet-hlack hair “seemed to rea-
ize the idea I had often formed
of Cleopatra.” **She had.,” he’

said, '‘the style of heauty one without Eortune and  without was pleased to inform his fa- The girl, burn Nov. 20, 1304,
sees In the finest statues of the protection,”” Benton told his col- ther-1n law, Pierre Chouteau-had always been “indacile and
antique — a moble head, a fine leagues in the course of a long. 'Jr.. the “Prine of Fur Tra-unmanagesble.” Prior to her
expanded chest, whife and dell- passionate addre-;,;,.t “She,dexs.”
“cate hands, small feet. and an . asks,” he said, “that we grant the Florentine. “She nas
Cexquizitely  graceful hgure.”  her a corner of the land which &ll hearts,” he sau.

Alsp in America’s famr was bears the name of her glorious’ The cily fathers were as at-
the story she told: forebear.” tentive (i America as anvbody.
. She was an exile. hanished THE PUBLIC LANDS COM.. They called a public hearing
from Ttaly because she had es- mittee deliberated for a [ull at the Courthouse and duly
‘poused hh&m for her country- month and then ruled against, checked her credentials to pro-
men. the petition. “With every fesl-inounce her worthy of Ameri-

She had been in La Jeune ing of respect and {enderness,”ican aid and protection.

[talie, a secret sonciety agitat- said Robert J. Walker of \/Ilss-l Thereupon the city threw its
ing tn rid Italy of tm“"lgl’l dnm- isaippi, chairman, “the major- etforts behind the national sub-
ination and to unite the whole ity of the commitlee deems it sciption. U.S. District  Judge
land under a single sovereign. impossible for this Guvernment Luke E. Lawless headed the

Disguised as a man, she had to make a granl of land. It local drive. His commiiiee in-
batfled on the banks of the Ri- thinks such a grant without ciuded such prominent figures
mini and suffered a sever sa- precedent. and it would violate as Mayor Pilcher. Col. Jon
ber sfroke on the back of the the spirit of those compacts by O Fallon, hanker John Smith:
“head from an Austrian dragoon. which the public domain was Marie Philippe Ledue, the Pro-
ol Louisans, alwavs lor tree- ceded 1o the Government.” b:ate Court judge; Gen. William of her vounges! aisier. AINerigy,
dom, worshiped the lady. Unhappy  news. inde=d, bul, Milburn, Victor Monroe, Louis and discarded the g  1lor a

As to her business here., ev- as Walker was immediately to A. Benoist. Montgomerv Blair “¢.”

- ervhbody knew about that al- assyre her., America really had and Judge J.B. Bowlin. On Nov. 18, 1841 the s

l . y ] ]

readv — it had been in all the no ecause to rue . _ , S

. ‘ : - S . The St Louis campaign Caledomia. 14 days ont of Li-
newspapers for months. Ameri-  “This p; ~ enlightened : S -.

| ca was in St. Louis because y 2 . ) |
y ang‘re;q had advised her thét a:g g&?ﬁg{j{};}epfgﬁleflq ﬂil'lliﬁ‘hglnﬁ’c?q been here for about a month, the Florenfine SteppE‘d ashore.
" h &<, | T " zailed on o other cities. . Lonis- How different she seemed now!

" the people —"this padrintic, en- the case of Ameriva Vespueci P . . . ~ ,,
j o ” t < o p. VUle. Cincinnati and Philadel- Gone were the plain  black
lightened and generous people™ and dn all that Congress is for gowns she had worn as an ex-

— would give he~r her heart's hidden to do. and more. The}*'ph'ia* Ny ) S
deqwe if only she would go to will demonstrate to the world le. She was attired in chic and
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—and this was the house in which his nephew, George,
and George's exquisite mistress, America Vespucecel, did

NOT live happily ever after. However, they did live to-

won -been “‘the mistress of some
duzen men " 1Bad behavior ra-
her than an association  wilh
La .Jeune Italie would se2m
reason for expetling the girl. if
indeed she was expelied by It-
alv.+ She had nut come directly
to - Washington  from Fkrance,
Her first stop oft w45 Rio de
Janiero. When Brazil rejected
her bid for a pension 43 a des-
cendant ot Amerigo. she looked
fur = change of luck in Wash-
mngton.

FINALLY, ELENA NOT
America. was her given name.
En route o the United States,
she had appropriated the name

Then came the shocker. The

. them that the name of America — time: earl ing, 1840 fastiy Losimes, AN $he Al
: i . - 1 e r}‘ S r "y ¢ ¥ | . -3 g N Y Yoo
1. WHAT THE LADY DE- Pl nounced herself  grandiy  as

our country’s name — is dear  America advised the press “Contessy Helene America.”
to us all. They will procure for

thaft the Il"l{m{‘:‘"}' FﬂirSE'd tl}r herlBut fi‘}“' p{xr&ﬂns @ayver had {}p..
her that hnme which she de- was not "an official gift of the partunity  to addrezz bher as
sires among us.” -government  and she Was €ol- gy hecause shortly affer her
sequently rejecting it. With this grrjv-al she vanished from pub-

csired, and what the Federal
e Government had =aid it could
~not grant her for constitutional

reasons, was a piece of land on
l { o The words had hardlv been

which she and perhaps other na w SRERN I R shed fram pu
te\iled revoluticnaries might uttered than when the senators .‘z‘gjn l[ﬁggeg:f&t'eblizq;’igir?gdh;llc view. Nof frf_l two vears was
4:3@1{]3 The whole couniry was arose., almost in unison. and ° D v pe. it = there any mention of he: in the

wake a bewildered citizenry.
The New York Evening Star.
seemed best able {0 explain the
curious development, perhaps
because it had done some dig- given them a start. The item.

ging info the Florentine's past. reproduced from a New York
THE . PAPER . CHARGED paper, stated that America was
that America. while mdeed a now living “in a state of im-
descendant of Amerigo, had moral intimacy™ with George
been fhe kev figure in a palace Parish, a merchantlandowner
scandal. She had been 1nvolved in Ogdensburg. N.Y., on the St
romantically with King Louis Lawrence River.
Philippe’s  son, Ferdinand,' 1George was the scion of a
Duke of Orleans, and when the fiercely rich family of German
'monarch insisted that he rmarry bankers., His uncle. David Par-
Iaome continental princess. Am- ish. is well known f{o serious
erica had been “an obstacle to students of American history.
that desirabhle alliance and her He helped float the 316.000.000
absence therefore became nec-'loan with John Jacob Astor and
essary. Stephen Girard to beister the
The publication went on: United States in the War ol
“America was somewhat re- 1812,
‘mote, and a capital excuse for. The paper said that the Par-

newspapers.

Then. in 1843, St. Louisans
found in the Missourl Repubii-
can an article that must have

therefore being urged tc ovn- started conlributing sums of

tribute money to help Ameri- Mmoney for the start »f the na-
ca purchase a tract. Nicholas tional subsecription in  Ameri-
|Blddl...,, Philadelphia banker, -€a'§ behalt.

r

had agreed to serve the CaUse . «genators from every quar-,

ter of the Union subsoribed,”
says one account. *“'The money
was received by Mr. Haight,
cprgeant-at-arms of the Senate,
and prezented (v her. Many
others gave money, among
‘them judges of the Supreme.
Court., members of the House
of Representatives and =zome
citizens.”’

Bolsfered both in spirits and
in finances. America <set off
sep and to he seen. She frav-
eled about the couniry for 4
months, and <be ereated a slir.
no matter where sha wenf.
C‘Her path.” it is =aid, “was
i The giants of government |strewn with roses, onen hands
.were captivated by America. jand confiding hearts.™
She was, in the words. of onei The day of Miss Vespueei's
ohserver, ‘‘a decided sensa- arrival in St. Louis — May 27, .

vtion.”’
as  Levi

‘as national fund treasurer.
.. America was in Washington,
“D.C., in the winter of 1838.
v',soon afler her arrival from
~Europe. Her guardian in the
- uLy was French Minisier De-
> Pontois because she had come:
#under the auspices of King Lo-
“uise Phillippe and his queen.
who had granted her asylum
3fmm Italv. The French mon-
~archs had armed the girl with
a packet of highly complimen-
am letters for her journev
“the New World, and a French
:;hlllp had been placed at her
" disposal.

‘be found in a claim for a cor- before her Ffirst wvisit to  this
ner of land, given to the ue-

scendant of one of the first dis-

4
'

oo R Teel

LN

Wovdbury of New 'thing of a holiday mood. A del-; “Miss Vespueel arrives in said the article, **Parish sent to
Hampshire. the Secretary of jaoation of citizens renresenting this counfry,
the Treasurv. threw parties in:St. Louvis so~ielv and wenlih nolite aflention of the French. fl‘ﬁm Plat{sburgh.
her honor. Henry Clay squired ,*vac on hand to gveet her as her  Minister,
the lady to a Javish bali at the ‘heat, the steamer St. Louis. introduced to the First Society.'did coach and six, he himself
i‘Georgetown mansion of the mulled in norl, Even Gov.' “Well, in the course of time riding behind the establish-
Russian Minister, Count Alex- Thomas WRevnolds and Maver the prince mairies, and De- ment.”

‘lander de Bodisco. The vener-'Jnshua Pitcher were there, ;Pondois, gentleman of moderate! While this may be so.
‘]able ex-President, Representa- i ~lambering aboard to pay trib-
tive John Quincy Adams of ‘ule,

''Massachusetts. was seen “gur-  The eitv's nawenaners trea-
, gling half-English. halt-French fed America kindlv  in  their
“‘blandishments in her ear.’ ceolumns, with the evreption of
. President Martin Van Buren, ithe Mis<onri Fepublican. The
tno, was enchanted by Ameri- editorq was annaved  bv  the
ica, It was widely reported that 'whole business and  said as
“he, a widower, “'seemed much mnech. **We have lanked upon
Astruek by the splendid girl and “*his mattesr, sines its first in-
was turning his attention to ﬁhe froduction info Congress, up
study of the Italian language.” 'to the nresent lime. as rather story,

NY
s
.1

the

promoled to be Ambassador of i3 that Parish won her after a

tic station  with great  outfit Van Buren. rakish,
and noble title. Miss Vespueel ing lawyer son of Martin Van
makes her curtsy to the Ameri- Buren. John is supposed fo
can people.

States.
TRADITION
game fook

‘the gift of the nation, and em-
‘barks for Europe.” f

There was much mnre to the the
but. unforfunatedy,

place  one

L-N T

1)

led at the head table, belween ;soher sense,” he
Van Buren and Webstier, at a T‘ut ther, he cenuld not see what 1and Times of Amerigo Ves:
dinner in the White House for '~laim America had ““on cur na- 'ei” by Baker & Scribner.
the Supreme Court juslices. | tinnat cvmpathies hevond those : York, in 1846,
America's pefition for land .whirh anv other distinguished.: C. Bdwards Lesler, the au-
.iwas presented Jan. 28, 1839, Mﬂmmnlmhed handsome and :thor, had interviewed the Ves-
land her champion was Thomas ivv'nr-*m::'uq female mav demand.” -puccis — America's parenis,'and so, teo, did the warm
\iHart Benton of Missouri. The! 8T, LOUISANS GENERAL- Capt. Amerigo Vincenzio and glances being exchanged De-
ibig, museular senator could ‘v disagreed. for America was . Leopolda Cappelli Vespuceel — tw&en his woman friend and
hardly have been more elo- fsfed evarvwhere esnecially by 'at their home in Florence in his opponent at cards, the hand-
cquent than he was that dav. the cilv's elite, Several times the early 1840z and. as he was some and clear-headed Parish.
y with  America herself looking [<he was the gue-t of hopor at to report in his book, they were  **You fancy the lads” John
1'ldmm at him from (he gallery jelegani parties at the John F. much embarrassed by Ameri-ifmall_y asked. I make a pro-
“She is without a counfry, A, Sanford home, and Sanlord ica's escapades. pasal then,” he continued, and

u L

nal $5000 belonging to a client.

"Parish’s

that he had entertained New World ads entures, she had her

Senate Fell in Love
and lyrics are by

___erica’s
AMET tha nation's

Gearge and the

a visit to the New World might /ish-Vespucci liaisen had started.

country. “‘After she had left the
United States on the defeat of.
Daniel Webster as well {1830 — found the citv in some-icoverers of that aforesaid land. her scheme of begging land.”

consigned fo the:Paris for her and cnnwéyed her
to his

and through him is home in Otfdenxbur'g in a splen--

‘political influence, is suddenly storv that persists in New York

(‘\)nbtartmOple a high diploma- poker game plaved with John
hard-drink- .

declines receiving have taken up with America:
their money because rt is nof'on her return to the United.

HAS TT THAT

the stormy night in the winter of
: Gm:';lps noted that she was sea—-,ndwulmu for men of arave and pubhc was to remain ignorant. 1841-42 in a hotel at Evans
grumbled. tof it until publication of “Life (Mills. N.Y. Van Buren, dulled
ue- by much drinking and playing
\Iewtre ‘klessly, lost all his money

to Parish and then an additio-

‘The loss disturbed him deeply,

L
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It Was Iater bought bv (IEOI‘TE
[Hall and underwent e.\tensne changes. Since July, 1923,
it has been the Remington Art Memorial.

raised his last gold plece to
eves, "You want the
then vou shall have
providing vour luck

woman,

holds. T shall play vou the lady

against my losses. Mr. Parish,
on the toss of this coin.”

Legend says that the coin
wins flipped and that Parish
won.

Suome months ago, America
again  delighted Wasnington,
this time as the heroime of a
musical comedy, "The Day the
" The bock
Bruse Har-
rison, a young plavwright and
hobby historian from Arlingtion,
Va. John Franceshina of Chico-
pee. Mass., wrote the - music.
The show ran for a week un-
der the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Drama at Catholic
University.

The plavwright restricts Am-
American adventures to
capital. and he al-
lows her a jovous ending, As
the curtain falls, she and a
Senator Harper ta product of
Harrison's imagination) are
singing a happy song that leads
the audience to believe the two
are marriage-minded.

But historv wrote a sad last
act for the nation's first Miss
America, Parish. who was ne-
ver marriage-minded. permit-
ted her to live for 18 years m
his house, which today serves
as the Frederic Remington Art
Memorial, a showplace of bron-
zes and canvases by the fam-
ous Wild West artist.

When she was 54, Parish tur-
ned her out with the advice
that she return to Europe to
live on $3000 he would send her
annually through an agent. Her
letters leave no doubt that she
had come to genuinelv love
“corner’ oOf
America they shared. If is said
that America collapsed in {ears
as the carriage rolled up to the
door {0 carry her away.
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